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Dear readers,
l Tzevet, the Israel Defense 
Forces Veterans Association is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year. Throughout the years, 
Tzevet has remained  true to its 
goals of serving generations 
of Israel Defense Forces ( I.D.F.) 
career service veterans and en-
couraging them to continue 

their public service by working for and volunteering in behalf 
of the State of Israel and its People.    Today Tzevet is one of 
the most esteemed veterans organizations in Israel and in the 
international arena.
l Given the increasing importance of information and foreign 
relations, we have decided to issue a newsletter in English, for 
the first time. The newsletter will provide our readers regularly 
with articles on issues in areas related to the goals of Tzevet and 
update them on Tzevet’s activities. 
l On the occasion of its 50th  anniversary, Tzevet reformulated 
its goals. Among the most notable are:
❏ To act on behalf of IDF career service veterans by  uniting 
them within an organization that safeguards their rights, status 
and well-being, and where the member is the focal center of 
activity.
❏ To maintain ties between IDF career service veterans, the 
Israel Defense Forces and the other security forces of the State 
of Israel; and to preserve and cultivate members’ affinity for mat-
ters of State and Security.

❏ To foster and develop cultural and social activities on behalf of  
the Tzevet members and their families.
❏ To further fraternity and mutual assistance among mem-
bers and to provide medical assistance and aid to members in 
need.
❏ To assist members find suitable employment.
❏ To cultivate ties between Tzevet members and members of 
other veterans organizations in Israel and abroad.
l Tzevet is a member of the World Veterans Federation estab-
lished after WWII, which is currently celebrating its 60th anni-
versary. Tzevet is one of the Federation’s most active member 
organizations, and its representatives participate in exchanges 
on veteran affairs issues, contributing  from Israel’s significant 
experience in this area.
l Tzevet coordinates the activities of Israeli constituent organi-
zations  of the Federation, such as the Veterans Organization of 
underground, Partisans and ghetto fighters organizations.
l Tzevet is a key member of the International Jewish Veterans 
Organization, the global organization of Jewish veterans which 
has offices in London and which is headed by a Tzevet member 
who fought with the British Army during WWII. Every year a del-
egation of Jewish war veterans from the U.S., Great Britain and 
France visits Israel and Tzevet hosts them and updates them on 
the developments in Israel.
l Special thanks go to Brigadier General (Res.) Ephraim Lapid, 
a member of Tzevet’s Board of Directors and chairman of its 
Public Affairs Committee for his initiative and activity.

MG (res.) Dr. Baruch Levy 
Chirman of Tzevet

Tzevet, the IDF Veterans 
Association, is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year. Tzevet 
was established in 1960 by nine 
members who retired from a 
long career service in the IDF to 
help others in the transition from 
military to civilian life.
Since its establishment the orga-
nization has grown and devel-
oped and it currently numbers 

33,000 members. Tzevet became one of the most esteemed 
organizations in Israel due to its involvement and contribution 

to all aspects of Israeli society.
The organization has 40 branches through Israel, which are 
run by many volunteers assisted by a small number of paid 
employees. The organization is a registered NGO and acts 
according to its articles of association and its democratically 
elected institutions.
Many of Tzevet’s members work for the public sector and, in 
fact, continue to contribute to the State of Israel after having  
left the IDF. Many became involved in politics and have been 
elected to the Knesset, or serve as mayors of  local authorities.
In the General Elections of 2009, 11 Tzevet members were elect-
ed to the the 18th Knesset. In the local government elections 
held in 2008, 16 Tzevet members were elected as mayors.

Tzevet celebrates 50th anniversary
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A new dimension to warfare is being developed for the battle-
field of the 21st century: Cyber-warfare. This concept has three 
aspects: Intelligence Collection, access to information stored on 
computerized systems and data bases; Offensive Operations: 
the ability to break into, interdict and disrupt enemy computer 
systems; and the  Defensive Operations. Cyber-warfare is a force 
multiplier for small countries and individuals. It offers the ad-
vantage of being able to employ non-lethal force to target ma-
jor  components of the enemy’s military power without being 
subject  to constraints of  distance. 

Cyber-warfare - A New Dimension in Israel’s  
National Security Doctrine
Military Intelligence Chief General Amos Yadlin 
on the Warfare of the Future

Cyber-warfare is particularly suited to Israel’s theatre of op-
erations and Israel’s security doctrine. Israel indigenously 
possesses all the requisite technologies and know-how   to 
conduct cyber-warfare, and is not dependent on foreign aid 
or technology in this domain. Young Israelis already excel in 
the technologies needed for cyber warfare, and Israel is often 
referred to as   the “Start-up State”. Israel already has all the hu-
man, intellectual and material resources needed to compete 
in cyber’s “premier league” and it is essential for Israel to main-
tain its lead in this arena.

During a seminar held at the Israel Intelligence Heritage & 
Commemoration Center (IICC) to celebrate the tenth anni-
versary of the Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty,   Major General (Res.) 
Amos Gilead, head of the Defense Ministry’s Politic-Military 
Bureau,  analyzed the security and strategic assets provided 
by the Peace Treaty to both countries. According to General 
Gilead, the treaty’s stability has ensured safe borders and foiled 
Iranian and Global Jihad efforts to establish a violent, subversive 
infrastructure on Jordanian soil. In fact, Israel’s defense and its 
strategic depth may be considered as extending to the Jordan’s 
border with Iraq, since Jordan prevents the proliferation of radi-
cal Islamist elements on her soil and their infiltration from Iraq 
into Jordan and from there to the border with Israel.

Senior Defense Official: Peace with Jordan 
is a defense success story
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Removing 
uniforms and 
recruiting to 
educate the young 
generation
The program to train retired IDF offi-
cers as teachers has been renewed. 
Graduates of the recent year have  
already been integrated in the educa-
tional system.
The unique program called “Tzevet – 
the best in education” is held at the 
Beir Berl College and it retrains former 
IDF  officers to teach in Israel’s educa-
tion system.
The main reason why officers choose 
to teach in the Israeli school system, 
is their desire  to continue contrib-
uting to Israeli society, of which  the 
education system is an important 
area to contribute their time, talent 
and  energies.

Never again!
Tzevet members travelled again this year to the death camps in Poland, together with 
an IDF “Witnesses in Uniform” delegation. The connection between the delegations 
strengthened bonds between generations –  Tzevet members were IDF soldiers in the 
past, and IDF soldiers of today will be Tzevet members of  the future.
The journey also intensified the  commitment of the participants  to keep  the memo-
ry of the Holocaust victims alive and to defend the independence of Israel, which is a  
guarantee of  the safety for Jews throught  the world.

The Hagana Organization is celebrating 
its 90th anniversary this year. The organi-
zation was established after the security 
situation of the Jews in pre-State Israel 
deteriorated.  The Hagana was formed 
to protect Jews from attacks by Arabs, 
became the Jewish community’s main 
defense force until the establishment of 
the State of Israel. It then became the 
backbone  of  the nascent IDF, which 
came into being in 1948.

Commanders of the Hagana became IDF command-
ers and were among Tzevet’s first members when 
they retired IDF. For example, Nahum Shadmi, who 
was elected Tzevet’s first chairman, was a Hagana 
member and a senior IDF officer.
To celebrate the Hagana’s 90th anniversary, Tzevet 
will conduct extensive educational activities in the 
nation’s school system to teach youths about the 
Hagana’s heritage.

Hagana celebrates its  90th anniversary
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The Institute for Land Warfare Studies in cooperation with the 
IDF Ground Forces HQs and the Armored Corps Association will 
hold its annual  International Latrun Conference on 6-7 October 
2010. This year, the conference will focus on urban warfare and 
will be attended by leading experts on the topic from Israel and 
abroad.
On the day preceding the Conference (5 October), SIBAT- the 
Foreign Defense Assistance and Defense Export Department of 

Latrun 2010 Conference:

Fighting in Urban Terrian

The International Intelligence History Association held its first 
conference at Bar-Ilan University. Conference participants heard 
lectures and exchanged views on many crucial intelligence is-
sues, including strategic and tactical surprise, war-time intelli-
gence, and intelligence concerning international terror. 
Among the Israeli speakers at the conference were Brigadier 
General  (Res.) Ephraim Lapid, who analyzed Israel Military 
Intelligence’s lesson learning process, Lieutenant Colonel (Res.)  
Dr. Yigal Shefi, who talked about the “Surprise Affair” (February 
1960), and Colonel (Res.) Miri Eisen, who presented the relations 
between the media and the  intelligence system.

the Israel Ministry of Defense, which is responsible for promot-
ing the export of Israeli defense industry products, will host a 
one-day conference on technology as a force protection multi-
plier. The conference  will include lectures by world-renowned 
experts, exhibitions and demonstrations of technology and 
products related to the conference. 

For further details: http://www.ilws.org.il/UserFiles/File/conference%20
2010/598617_548687_internet_invitation-october_2010-11.pdf

International Intelligence History Association 
(IIHA) holds first conference in Israel
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Hamas and the Terrorist Threat from 
the Gaza Strip 

The Main Findings of the Goldstone 
Report Versus the Factual Findings 

http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/site/
content/t1.asp?Sid=13&Pid=334

Response to the Goldstone Report
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